
 

  SUBJECT HANDBOOK  
 ACES 1  

(Lower School) 
 

My name is Natasha Proud, I have worked as a Primary Teacher at Talbot House 

Trust for the almost three years. I work alongside Laura Lopera (Learning Support 

Assistant) who is permanently based in ACES 1 and Sarah Miller (Higher Level 

Teaching Assistant) who works across the ACES provision, as well as Victoria 

Jackson (Primary Teacher, ACES 2). 

ACES is a teaching and learning environment for pupils who need a nurturing 

environment. Most of these pupils will spend their time from year 7 – 11 in ACES. 

This ensures these pupils are given the support and nurturing they require to meet 

their individual needs.  

ACES provision is based across two areas of Lower School (ACES 1 and ACES 2) 

due to this layout pupils have opportunity to work within their individual House 

Groups or as a whole unit depending on the lesson being covered. Pupils also have 

access to outside provision when required.  

Four mornings per week all ACES pupils have the opportunity to access lessons in 

Upper School (Music, Art, Science and Maths) which will support pupils in their 

transition across the school when their time comes.  

Together, we are invested whole-heartedly in getting the very best from every pupil 

every lesson. Our ultimate goal is to build resilience and prepare every pupil for 

adulthood, offering support as they mature from teenagers to young adults. 

 

Curriculum 
In Lower school we ensure all pupils are taught for the stage they are working at not 

necessarily their chronological age. We ensure we are following objectives linked to 

the National Curriculum for all areas of learning. Pupils in ACES provision are 

working between Year 1 and Year 6 in Maths, English and Science.  

English 

Within our English lessons, pupils develop their skills when writing, enabling pupils to 

embed skills they already have whilst developing their knowledge and understanding 

to allow them to make progress. We have five English writing lessons per week 

which allow pupils the opportunity to develop their writing skills across a range of 

different genres. This ensures pupils develop a breadth of understanding of a variety 

of ways of writing. 

We have four distinct spelling lessons across the week where pupils are taught 

spelling patterns linked to their stage of development. Each week pupils have a 

difference spelling focus which they explore in a range of different ways to enable 

them to have a sound understanding of the given spelling pattern and how to spell 

words which use those patterns.  



 

During spelling lessons, we also teach Phonics to those pupils who still require 

phonics teaching to develop their writing and reading skills. These lessons contain a 

lot of repetition of sounds both recognition and using them in spellings and reading. 

Each phonics session is personalised to the pupils to ensure they are developing 

and closing their own specific gaps.  

We also have four distinct reading lessons which consist of 1:1 reading, Toe by Toe 

and Nessy. Depending on each pupil’s individual needs they will access one of the 

interventions or be pushed to develop a greater depth of understanding within their 

reading.  

Nessy is an intervention programme where pupils complete a baseline assessment 

for spelling and reading. Following this baseline, pupils ‘play a game’ which asks 

them to spell or read words linked to their individual targets until they progress 

through the different islands working their way up to the next level. Pupils are able to 

see their score at the end of each activity and are encouraged to get the correct 

answer to enable them to collect ‘jewels’ to help save the animals on each island. I 

receive a weekly progress report which lets me know exactly how much time and 

progress each pupil has made each week which allows me to ensure Nessy 

continues to be appropriate to each pupil who is accessing it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toe by Toe is an intervention which trains pupils who struggle to read to better 

identify written text, easily and quickly. This enables them to convert letters and 

words into the appropriate sounds so they speak and pronounce them correctly 

every time.  It is a small step approach that looks to demonstrate to pupils their 

measurable progress right from the first page so confidence and self-esteem are 

boosted as a result.  It employs a unique syllable division and once the sound of a 

phoneme has been taught using the ‘polynons’ (nonsense words), these rules can 

then be applied to any multi-syllabic word and students can then apply this in their 

reading.  Toe by Toe claim that regardless of the nature of a pupil's literacy 

problems, they can be taught to read using Toe By Toe. 

1:1 reading is completed by every pupil in ACES at their relevant level linked to their 

reading age. We use Oxford Reading Tree stories which support pupils in their 

reading from those pupils who are still learning through phonics to the more able 

readings who need to develop their reading skills. Pupils are supported to develop 



 

skills linked to inference, comprehension, language for effect and themes and 

conventions. Pupils are questioned during their reading to check their understanding 

as they read, we will read some sections of text to the pupils, even the more able, to 

model use of expression and punctuation when reading.  

Maths  

In ACES pupils have five maths lessons per week. Maths is taught following the 

White Rose schemes of work for each year group. This enables pupils to be taught a 

wide range of mathematical skills and knowledge in an order which helps them build 

on previous skills and understanding. Pupils in ACES are taught using a variety of 

concrete resources to begin their understanding of different concepts which then 

moves on to pictorial representations and finally abstract. We use concrete 

resources to consolidate pupils understanding and help embed skills and 

independence within their maths work. We find allowing pupils the access to 

concrete resources at all times gives them the confidence in their own ability to be 

able to check and consolidate their understanding if they become unsure.  

Science  

In ACES we have two science lessons per week one within our classroom and the 

other in the Science Lab in Upper school. Science offers a mixed approach to 

learning, practical lessons equipping pupils to work scientifically and enquiring minds 

to question results and formulate conclusions. Pupils have access to science lessons 

both in lower and upper school which provides them with opportunities to further their 

scientific knowledge by exploring the science lab. Pupils are given the opportunity to 

learn about health and safety in the lab alongside practical experiments. Pupils also 

have opportunity to develop their understanding of all areas of Science as detailed in 

the National Curriculum.  

 
PSHE 
 
There are three discrete PSHE sessions within the ACES timetable, however we 
continuously develop pupils PSHE skills as part of each lesson, break time and 
throughout our Enrichment Curriculum. We follow the PSHE Association where 
pupils are given learning opportunities as set out in the PSHE Association 
Programme of Study, covering core themes are Health and Wellbeing, Relationships 
and Living in the wider world.  I have used the PSHE Association Primary 
Programme builder to develop our PSHE objectives covered in each lesson. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Assessment 
Each pupil will undergo a baseline assessment in each subject on entry into the 

school. This lays the foundation for tracking progress and identifying knowledge 

gaps.  

Lower school pupils will be baselined using the Rising Stars assessments for end of 

topic and half termly Science, Maths and Reading. Twice yearly pupils complete a 

Reading Comprehension Age Test which supports on going formative assessment. 

In Maths at the end of each block of learning pupils complete the White Rose end of 

block assessment to check their understanding, this also supports the formative 

assessment which has been ongoing with all staff working with pupils.  

Personal learning checklists (PLC) are in place to track every pupil throughout their 

time at Talbot House. This system tracks individual pupil progress across the whole 

curriculum in each subject. Gaps in knowledge are identified, allowing catch up to be 

implemented, or as in science the ability to identify topics that can be revisited in 

following years.  

 

Mapping 
Included in every lesson, we link career opportunities to the topic being taught, give 

each pupil the knowledge to enquire and develop thinking skills to develop their 

preparation for adulthood. Teaching does not stop at the classroom door; we are 

constantly encouraging pupils, meeting their social and emotional needs both in 

class and during social time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Appendices  
Appendix 1 - Action plan 
Appendix 2 – Curriculum Planning Document 
Appendix 3 - Mapping document – Science 
Appendix 4 – Mapping document – English 
Appendix 5 – Mapping document – Maths 
Appendix 6 – Mapping Document - PSHE 
Target sheets 
Objective sheets etc.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix 2 
 

Curriculum planning  September 21_22 

Next year we need to ensure that we build in ICT and deliver through subjects. There 

will no longer be a dedicated ICT lesson for pupils in the upper school. ICT will be 

delivered through subject, for example: word/publisher through English, 

spreadsheets through maths and science, power points/word/publisher through 

PSHE, media software through art & design. In preparation to build the timetable for 

September we need to plan to allow opportunities for all. We also need to consider 

how we are promoting ‘preparation for adulthood’ (careers) through the learning. 

Diversity, mental health and relationships are high on the agenda, so building these 

into our curriculum planning is essential.  

I have set out below a number of questions, can you please complete and send back 

to me by Tuesday 11th May please.  

Thank you 

 

Subject:      All                                                Provision   ACES / Lower School  

Name: Natasha Proud 

How will you build ICT into your SOW next Year? (where does it sit in the SOW?) 

ICT will be planned in, to use weekly across all curriculum subjects in ACES/ 

Primary. Ensuing all pupils have opportunity to develop their ICT skills.  

 

How does ICT link to your subject area?  

ICT would link to English to support research and word processing when writing 

across genres. This will support reluctant writers to develop their sustained writing by 

giving them opportunity to write at length without being worried about presentation.  

It can also support pupils in accessing reading materials which can support their 

reading and comprehension skills. Developing phonics and reading awareness 

through Oxford Reading Tree online, Nessy and ‘games’ such as Phonics Play.  

ICT in maths can be used to help children during statistics session and creating 

graphs and pie charts as well as data collection. Accessing My Maths to support 

pupils in their learning. This can also work in Science as well.  



 

PSHE and Art can include ICT enabling pupils to create power points and posters 

(publisher). Pupils would be able to research artists and themes to support them in 

their understanding of given topics and concepts.  

What applications are the best fit for your subject area and why? 

Answered above: word, publisher, power point, photoshop, illustrator. 

Also programming programmes such as scratch.  

 

How many lessons do you feel is reasonable for your subject per week, you 

need to give an explanation why. 

At least two dedicated ICT sessions per week to use across the subjects especially 

English and Maths would be good to enable pupils to develop their skills and ICT 

awareness.  

 

How will you build careers/preparation for adulthood into your subject area, 

where does it sit in your SOW? 

Identifying careers linked to overall topics and themes and discussing these with 

pupils throughout the term, throughout a range of lessons.  

Preparation for adulthood would be linked across lessons and social enrichment, 

panning to give pupils opportunity to develop skills they will need as they grow, such 

as cooking simple meals, using washing machines, cleaning, making a bed.   

Planned into PSHE and Enrichment activities.  

 

How can you link preparation for adulthood into your subject are? 

Planned opportunities to link directly to carer choices. 

 

What special considerations would you like to be considered in next year’s 

curriculum plan and why: e.g. double lesson? 

Not sure as I feel ACES timetable is working well for the pupils at the moment.  

 



 

Wednesday afternoon is an opportunity to for teachers to further develop their 

subject for preparation for adulthood through our social enrichment program. 

We need to think about the remaining time of this academic year as well as 

September. What ideas do you have? 

Planning to give pupils opportunity to develop skills they will need as they grow into 

adult hood and to develop independence, such as cooking simple meals, using 

washing machines, cleaning, making a bed, growing vegetables.     


