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Statement of Intent 

Talbot House Trust is a registered children's charity set up in 1974 in the North East 
of England in order to provide education and care to young people with emotional or 
behavioural difficulties. Our site is in Newcastle Upon Tyne and we have a school for 
children aged between 5 and 18 years old, and Chadersley children's home for 
children aged between 7 and 18 years old. Our children may have social, emotional 
or mental health considerations, or a learning disability.  
  
As a Trust, we aim to provide high quality care and education for our children and 
young people, and have high expectations for the children themselves. Our purpose 
is to give them a future filled with aspiration.  
 
This policy is based on the Prevent duty, which is a duty placed on childcare agencies 
under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015, to have due regard to the need 
to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism. In addition, the Counter-Terrorism 
and Security Act 2015 (the CT and S Act) Sections 36 to 41 set out the duty on local 
authorities and partners to establish and cooperate with a local Channel programme 
of ‘Channel panels’ to provide support for people, children and adults, who are 
vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism. It is essential that Channel panel members, 
partners to local panels and other professionals ensure that children, young people 
and adults are protected from harm. 
 
The Prevent strategy, published by the Government in 2011, is part of an overall 
counter terrorism strategy called CONTEST. The aim of the Prevent strategy is to 
reduce the threat to the UK from terrorism by stopping people becoming terrorists or 
supporting terrorism. 
 
Channel is about ensuring that vulnerable children and adults of any faith, ethnicity or 
background receive support before their vulnerabilities are exploited by those that 
would want them to embrace terrorism, and before they become involved in criminal 
terrorist related activity. 
 
At Chadersley we regard preventing children from being drawn into terrorism as part 
of our statutory duty to protect children from harm 
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1. What is Prevent? 

Prevent is part of the Government's Counter-Terrorism Strategy (CONTEST)  

1.1 The CONTEST Strategy has four parts:  
• Prevent: to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism 
• Pursue: to stop terrorist attacks 
• Protect: to strengthen our protection against a terrorist attack 
• Prepare: to mitigate the impact of a terrorist attack. 
Prevent provides an enhanced response to tackle the causes of radicalisation, 
in communities and online; continued effective support to those who are 
vulnerable to radicalisation; and disengagement from terrorist activities by 
those already engaged in or supporters of terrorism. 

2. What is Radicalisation?  

Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support and/or 

participate in terrorism and extremist ideologies associated with terror groups.  

“Extremism is vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of 

different faiths and beliefs. We also include in our definition of extremism calls for 

the death of members of our armed forces, whether in this country or overseas” 

(HM Government Prevent Strategy 2011). 

3. What is Channel? 

Channel is part of the Prevent programme. Channel focuses on providing support 
at an early stage to people who are identified as being vulnerable to being drawn 
into terrorism. Section 36(1) (a) and (b) of the CT&S Act relates to a Channel panel 
in England and Wales and should be a multi-agency partnership having the 
specific function as per section 36(4).  

3.1. Channel uses a multi-agency approach to:  

• Identify individuals at risk.  

• Assess the nature and extent of that risk. 

• Develop the most appropriate support plan for the individuals concerned. 
 

4. Possible Indicators 

It is important that staff understand the potential indicators, or behaviours young 
people may present that demonstrate they may be at risk of being radicalised. 
However, it is important to recognise that young people who are being radicalised 
may display the same behaviours as children who are or have been emotionally, 
physically and/or sexually abused, e.g. being withdrawn, secretive, angry, 
distressed, extreme mood swings ect, therefore it is difficult to know whether a 
young person is being radicalised simply from their behaviour. It is important that 
staff record and report any concerns they have on a young person’s behaviour 
with the Registered Manager so this can be discussed with the social worker and 
necessary steps can be taken.  

4.1 Every individual is different but some of the possible indicators could include: 
• Isolating themselves from friends and family. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/716907/140618_CCS207_CCS0218929798-1_CONTEST_3.0_WEB.pdf
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• Loss of identity. 
• Unwillingness or inability to discuss their views. 
• Talking as if from a scripted speech. 
• Starting to support violence. 
• Being un-interested in activities they previously liked to do. 
• researching extremist material on a computer or phone. 
• following or speaking to extremists on social media. 
It is important to note the difference between supporting or adopting 

radical and extreme views and acting on them. Holding radical or extreme 

views is not illegal, but inciting a person to commit an act in the name of any 

belief is in itself an offence. 

5. Proactive Responses 

• Protecting children and young people from radicalisation and extremism 
requires careful assessment and working collaboratively with other 
agencies to report and record any concerns. 

• According to the Prevent Strategy (2011) “The internet has transformed the 
extent to which terrorist organisations and their sympathisers can radicalise 
people in this country and overseas. It enables a wider range of 
organisations and individuals to reach a much larger audience with a 
broader and more dynamic series of messages and narratives. It 
encourages interaction and facilitates recruitment. The way people use the 
internet also appears to be conducive to these processes. Despite the 
wealth of information available, people often talk to those whose views are 
similar to their own, encouraging group thinking and inhibiting external 
challenge". 

• Staff will work proactively with young people to educate them on how to 
keep themselves safe online and what to do if they have any worries or 
concerns. Staff will build positive relationships with young people so that 
the young people feel safe and confident in asking for help. Staff should 
attempt to engage with young people, to ascertain their views and concerns 
about their beliefs and whether they feel disillusioned about the society in 
which they are living and report and record any concerns to the Registered 
Manager.  

5.1 Staff at Chadersley will be expected to complete the following training: 

• Home Office Prevent 

Course  https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/edu/screen1.ht

ml    

• Home Office Channel Awareness 

Course https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/channel_awaren

ess/01-welcome.html# 

• Radicalisation and Extremism  

The Registered Manager is responsible for identifying if the home requires any 
additional training, in response to the individual needs of the young people. 

https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/edu/screen1.html
https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/edu/screen1.html
https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/channel_awareness/01-welcome.html
https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/channel_awareness/01-welcome.html
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6. What to do if you Suspect a Young Person is being Radicalised? 

If you are worried that a young person is being radicalised or is at risk of being 

radicalised, you must report this immediately to the Registered Manager who will 

inform the social worker so that a referral can be made.   

 

7. PREVENT- Newcastle City Council  

If you wish to make an immediate Prevent Referral, please go to the following 

link Prevent Referral Form and select the ‘continue’ button 

If you are worried about someone being drawn into extremism or terrorism or you 

are unsure what to do, you can contact the council’s Prevent coordinator in the 

Community Safety Team on 0191 277 2072 or email prevent@newcastle.gov.uk 

In an emergency where your own or others' safety is at risk call 999 or 101 in non-

emergency. 

For further information, please contact the Prevent Team: 

Joe Hogan, Prevent Coordinator Tel: 0771 0845366 

Gail Forbes, Prevent Education Officer Tel: 07817 549 718 

Email: prevent@newcastle.gov.uk  
 

8. Review  

This policy will be reviewed in line with changes to legislation. This policy may be 
subject for review prior to the date shown if deemed necessary. The Registered 
Manager will be responsible for reviewing this policy. 

 

 
 

https://newcastlecc-self.achieveservice.com/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-b9f2561d-89b5-46f4-9276-53c2a438cf26/AF-Stage-06bbf77f-ef16-4743-a7bc-6fcdbbda9c96/definition.json&redirectlink=%2Fen&cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&accept=yes&consentMessageIds%5b%5d=16
mailto:prevent@newcastle.gov.uk
mailto:prevent@newcastle.gov.uk

