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My name is Stephen Hughes; I am the science teacher at Talbot House Trust for the 

last 4 years, I am also the staff governor. As the staff governor I am able to offer an 

insight to the trustees and other governors what it is like to teach at Talbot House 

Trust.  I am supported by Lynda Dixon the science Teaching Assistant; Lynda also 

supports our reading and literacy intervention, this is essential in increasing all our 

pupils level of reading and literacy, supporting cross curriculum between Science 

and English. Together we are invested whole-heartedly in getting the very best from 

every pupil every lesson. 

 

Curriculum 
Science offers a mixed approach to learning, practical lessons equipping pupils to 

work scientifically and enquiring minds to question results and formulate conclusions. 

We following the AQA exam board for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, as well as 

ensuring every pupil completes the AQA Entry Level Certificate in year 10, AQA 

single awards offer a portfolio of certificated skills built up over their time at Talbot 

house for pupils who may not follow the combined science GCSE. 

Our ultimate goal is to build resilience and prepare every pupil for adulthood, offering 

support as they mature from teenagers to young adults. 

Problem solving/challenges 
music together.  Music provides an opportunity for pupils to challenge themselves, to 
thrive together and to work toward an end product they can be proud of. 
 

Specification/SOW 
 
Marking Policy 
 
Strategies / subject focused 
 
 
Assessment 
Each pupil will undergo a baseline assessment in each subject on entry into the 

school. This lays the foundation for tracking progress and identifying knowledge 

gaps.  

Lower school pupils will be baselined using the Rising Stars assessments for end of 

topic and end of years 1-6. For our Key Stage 3 pupils we use a year 7 AQA 

transition test, depending on the pupils’ age and ability a year 9 transition test is 

available.      

Personal learning checklists (PLC) are in place to track every pupil throughout their 

time at Talbot House. This system tracks individual pupil progress across the whole 

curriculum in each subject. Gaps in knowledge are identified, allowing catch up to be 



 

implemented, or as in science the ability to identify topics that can be revisited in 

following years.  

Qualifications 

Science then follows the AQA combined science GCSE in Key Stage 4, this is a 

double (equivalent to 2 GCSE`s) GCSE award offering Foundation level as well as 

Higher level for those pupils who are able. Every pupil will complete the AQA Entry 

Level Certificate (this comprises of 3 practicals and a 20 question exam in 

Biology/Physics and Chemistry) before continuing with their GCSE studies if 

appropriate. For those pupils who may not achieve GCSE level, we combine the 

ELC with AQA single awards (entry level 1-3) providing certificated evidence of 

vocational skills and working scientifically based skills. 

 

Mapping 
Included in every lesson, we link career opportunities to the topic being taught, give 

each pupil the knowledge to enquire and develop thinking skills to develop their 

preparation for adulthood. Teaching does not stop at the classroom door; we are 

constantly encouraging pupils, meeting their social and emotional needs both in 

class and during social time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Appendices  
Action plan 
Your mapping document 
Target sheets 
Objective sheets etc.  
 

 


