
 
 

English  – Upper school  

 

Mapping to show evidence of Diversity, Careers, British Values, SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social & Culture development), Literacy, Numeracy and Reading in 

our curriculum area. 

Please identify where the above is covered in your long term planning in your subject area. We need to evidence that our pupils have opportunities in each 

subject area to develop and understand the above.  

Subject: English  

Key Stage Diversity Careers British Values SMSC Literacy Numeracy Reading 

KS3 Autumn 1 Halloween as a 
central point of 
the topic allows 
discussion of 
differing belief 
systems. 
Reading ”The 
Wendigo” in 
Schwarz’s Scary 
Stories 
introduces Native 
American myth. 

Learning about 
structure and 
planning for 
stories is a key 
transferable skill 
required for 
successful 
employment:  
Story mountains 
and narrative 
structure. 

Halloween and 
folk stories allow 
us to talk about 
the rich cultural 
heritage of the 
UK and the 
colonies. Witch 
trials and 
punishments are 
discussed. 
Quizzes in Week 
7 focus on the 
history of 
Halloween. 

Use of poetry 
and the creation 
of Haiku and 
stories means 
we can explore 
feelings, share 
stories and 
celebrate 
childhood. 

High quality 
stories and 
poems are edited 
and produced 
using IT where 
necessary.  
Writing our own 
spooky stories. 

Analysing metre 
and rhythm in 
poetry involves 
counting 
syllables and 
identifying 
recurring 
patterns of 
stressed and 
unstressed 
syllables in Haiku 
and other forms. 

Baseline tasks 
and reading age 
assessments are 
carried out this 
term to provide 
hard and soft 
data on reading.  
Weaker readers 
are allocated 
more support. 

KS3 Autumn 2 The role of 
Audrey as a girl 
character in the 
Machine 
Gunners and her 
ability to be 
tough means 
female 
stereotypes are 
challenged. 

We make 
predictions about 
text and plot 
using the class 
novel.  Inferring 
meanings and 
making 
predictions 
based on 
evidence are a 
key transferable 

Tolerance and 
allowing other 
points of view is 
examined in “The 
Machine 
Gunners.” This is 
our class novel 
for the term in 
Groups 3-4.  We 
examine the 
history of the 
school as a part 

This term is 
about 
Remembrance 
and the need to 
owe gratitude 
and respect for 
sacrifices made 
on our behalf by 
others. Local 
heroes and 
biographies 
reinforce this. 

Writing and 
editing 
biographies, 
stories and 
poems allows for 
implementation 
of formative 
feedback in 
sentence 
construction and 
spelling.  Use of 
literary technique 

War poetry – 
sonnets and 
other forms allow 
for analysis of 
stanzas, voltas, 
rhyme patterns 
iambic verse and 
verse formulae. 

Incentivisation of 
reading aloud 
and the use of 
comprehension 
questions in 
fiction and non-
fiction improve 
the reading skills 
of pupils across 
the Key Stage. 



 

skill for the 
workplace. 

of the tradition of 
World War One. 

in success 
criteria fosters 
knowledge of 
simile, metaphor 
and alliteration. 

KS3 Spring 1 Stereotyping and 
the role of 
women is 
introduced as a 
concept in myths 
and legends.  A 
tour of Greek, 
Norse, English 
and other 
mythology is 
achieved through 
use of an 
anthology of 
stories by 
Anthony 
Horowitz. 

Production of a 
computer game 
concept and 
cover based on 
mythological 
characters is a 
directly relevant 
task for careers. 
It also uses IT. 

Families and 
tolerance is 
covered in our 
readings of 
ancient Greek 
myths where the 
concepts of right 
and wrong, 
justice and the 
law are 
examined in 
Icarus and 
Daedalus. 

Curses, 
stereotypes, 
journeys and 
quests all allow 
pupils to 
experience 
vicariously a 
wider world of 
risk, reward and 
justice through 
the Odyssey and 
modern versions 
of it such as “O 
Brother Where 
Art Thou.” 

This term we 
look at other 
versions of 
English and 
translate Old 
English (Battle of 
Maldon) and 
Middle English 
(Canterbury 
Tales) into 
Modern English 
and into the 
Geordie dialect. 

Cloze procedure 
where missing 
lines have to be 
identified and put 
back into their 
rightful place is 
part of our 
approach to The 
Battle of Maldon. 

Reading in class 
is promoted 
through the use 
of short 
anthology 
stories.  Weaker 
readers are 
reported on for 
progress after 
one to one 
sessions in the 
library and 
dedicated library 
lessons for 
Group 5 happen 
each week. 

KS3 Spring 2 Macbeth in Year 
7 means we can 
examine beliefs 
about witches, 
persecution of 
women and 
Catholics under 
James I 

Performing 
excerpts from 
plays, role plays 
and scenarios to 
understand 
motivation are 
key transferable 
skills for training 
and development 
in the workplace. 

The rule of law, 
regicide, and 
concepts of 
earthly and 
divine justice are 
examined 
through drama 
and dramatic 
symbolism 

Drama as a 
means of 
examining 
universality, the 
divine, the 
sacred and 
profane are all 
elements of 
Shakespeare 
and Macbeth in 
particular.  
Drama offers 
social stories and 
insights. 

Producing mini 
plays and play 
scripts is a 
chance to use 
different forms of 
expression and 
to use stage 
directions. 

Blank verse and 
identifying Iambic 
pentameter, 
trochaic 
tetrameter and 
prose all involve 
counting and 
analysis of 
patterns and 
formal structure.  
Aristotelian 
unities of time, 
place and action. 

Choral speaking 
for the using the 
witches’ spells in 
Macbeth are an 
ideal opportunity 
to develop 
reading. 

KS3 Summer 1 Working class 
literature forms a 
main part of the 

Producing 
newspaper 
articles and 

Social justice 
and examining 
the problems of 

Man’s 
relationship with 
the natural world 

Use of capitals 
and full stops, 
homophones and 

We will use 
number and 
sizing in the 

Reading “Kes” is 
a key part of 



 

term using “A 
Kestrel for a 
Knave” and the 
film “Kes” by Ken 
Loach. 

deconstructing 
media text is a 
key transferable 
skill alongside 
evidence and 
knowledge of 
bias.  Use of 
Publisher. 

poverty and 
inequality are 
features of the 
term as we 
examine Loach’s 
social realist 
style in film and 
Barry Hines’ 
gritty social 
commentary. 

and with wild 
animals as well 
as each other is 
a part of the 
prediction 
process and the 
production of 
news articles and 
stories about 
Man and Nature. 

other parts of 
speech underpin 
a SPAG element 
to the term.   

planning and 
layout of 
newspaper 
columns and 
graphology. 

literacy 
development. 

KS3 Summer 2 Women and 
resilience 
through survival 
– the Koepcke 
story as 
nonfiction.  Also 
reading and 
comprehension 
surrounding 
Japanese 
survivor Hiroo 
Onoda and Aron 
Ralston. 

Planning and 
researching for 
the construction 
of a kit for rescue 
or survival is 
where we use 
key transferable 
workplace skills 
such as cost 
benefit analysis 
and future 
planning.  Risk 
analysis. 

Tolerance of 
other cultures 
and genders 
through 
identifying with 
characters in 
nonfiction and 
recognising 
racial 
stereotypes. 
Hiroo Onoda and 
his work after 
rescue. 

Empathising with 
the struggles of 
others in the 
jungles of The 
Philippines and 
the Amazon and 
the story of 
Ralston offer 
opportunities to 
discuss survival 
and the 
consequences of 
making choices. 

Summarising, 
comprehension 
and diary entries 
form formal 
frameworks for 
improving 
literacy skills and 
style. 

Costing, 
analysing and 
evaluating items 
as well as time, 
speed, distance 
all come into 
problem solving 
for survival 
projects and 
survival 
scenarios during 
the term. 

Comprehension 
of nonfiction 
survival stories 
and reading for 
meaning and 
précis are skills 
covered during 
the term. 

        

KS4 Autumn 1 We explore 
feelings and 
gender roles 
through “Strange 
Alchemy” 

In analysing 
structure we use 
problem solving 
skills and 
evidence based 
judgments on 
text. 

Through the 
novel Strange 
Alchemy we talk 
about the way 
people are 
included and 
excluded by 
societies. 

Through the 
subject topic of 
the Supernatural 
we experience 
belief systems, 
rational and 
irrational.  
Concepts of 
natural justice 
are also explored 
in writing and 
talking. 

Verbs and 
adverbs are a 
focus of Week 3 

Study skills focus 
on points for 
answers at 
GCSE and time 
management. 

Salford Reading 
tests take place 
in Week 7 

KS4 Autumn 2 In this term we 
focus on “Voices 

Debating, 
listening and 

We talk about 
tolerance and 

By engaging with 
other European 

Speaking, 
reading, writing 

Using line 
numbers to 

Reading non-
fiction and 



 

of the Second 
World War.” 
These include 
women’s’ voices, 
holocaust 
survivors and 
resistance fighter 
as well as 
working class 
people’s 
experience of 
conflict. 

chairing 
discussions 
forma part of the 
early focus of the 
term as a 
practice for 
speaking, 
listening and 
communication 

intolerance.  The 
promotion and 
defence of 
democracy and 
the struggles 
against fascism. 

and Asian 
cultures we talk 
about the history 
of the English 
language.  Proto 
Indo European, 
Aryans and 
Hitlerism.  
Theories of race 
and eugenics. 

and formative 
feedback are all 
used this term.  
The use of mock 
examination 
material and 
editing work. 

ensure answers 
remain within 
numerical 
parameters. 

excerpts of war 
poetry as well as 
passages of text 
for GCSE form a 
feature of the 
term. 

KS4 Spring 1 In myth and 
legend we talk 
about helot and 
chattel slavery, 
notions of race 
and the 
stereotyping of 
female 
characters into 
wife, witch, 
maiden and 
monster. 

Planning 
answers for 
paper 1 Question 
4 involves 
planning skills 
such as 
summarising, 
categorising and 
time 
management. 

Use of Agree 
and Disagree 
helps to develop 
tolerance and 
willingness to 
see both sides of 
an argument and 
to develop a 
considered line 
of argument. 

Flash fiction is 
another means 
of exploring 
modern cultural 
storytelling and 
the guided 
choices of story 
elements are a 
scaffolded 
framework for 
self expression  

Careful checking 
and editing for 
improvements in 
style and 
grammar are 
offered through 
“Going for Gold” 
where students 
attempt to better 
their previous 
performance to 
success criteria 
in descriptive 
writing. 

Use of page 
numbers and 
parameters for 
questions 3 and 
4 of GCSE paper 
One involve use 
of number. 

Guided reading, 
skimming and 
scanning, use of 
cloze are all 
ways that 
reading is 
encouraged 
during the term 
in preparation for 
the move onto 
Paper 2 in the 
following term. 

KS4 Spring 2 In moving onto 
nonfiction we 
examine 
speeches from 
great civil rights 
activists and 
racial pioneers 
such as martin 
Luther King 

Presentational 
skills and IT are 
embodied in the 
planning for final 
delivery of 
Speaking, 
Listening and 
Communication 
pieces. 

Charlie Chaplin’s 
closing speech 
from “The Great 
Dictator” is used 
as a case study 
in analysis of 
forma and 
diction.  This is a 
seminal piece 
about tolerance, 
freedom, 
democracy and 

Understanding 
great speeches 
and persuasive 
writing offers 
chance for 
empowerment 
and self 
expression to 
pupils, both in 
the creation of 
analysis and in 
formulating their 
own persuasive 

Speaking and 
Listening as well 
as production of 
argued PEE(L) 
points and 
persuasive 
writing tasks are 
a key part of the 
literacy strategy 
for the term. 
Tricolon, 
apostrophe, 
binary 

Working to time 
limits and 
balanced 
comparisons 
using model 
maps are 
analogous tasks 
to mathematics. 

Reading 
persuasive 
articles for 
topical issues are 
developed this 
term with 
opportunities to 
read both 
modern and 
C19th nonfiction 
such as travel 
writing and social 



 

the rule of 
international law. 

writing for 
Section B paper 
2.  This can be in 
letter, article or 
speech form 

oppositions, 
rhetorical 
questions and 
visionary 
language. 

commentary on 
prisons 

KS4 Summer 1 The role of 
women and 
black British 
people are 
examined this 
term.  The C19th 
element allows 
readings from 
nonfiction about 
British 
colonialism and 
its modern day 
legacy in the UK 

Use of 
comparison 
techniques, time 
management 
and planning 
frameworks are 
all transferable 
workplace skills.  
Coping with 
stress and 
pressure are also 
important 
features for 
discussion in 
year 11. 

Developing the 
theme of 
nonfiction for 
GCSE.  We read 
for comparison 
and evaluation.  
This involves 
social issues 
relevant to the 
rule of law and 
how crime and 
punishment have 
developed in the 
UK 

Social history, 
poverty, crime 
and punishment 
and travel form 
part of the 
historical 
comparisons 
between articles 
and other forms 
of nonfiction. 

Developing 
vocabulary in our 
reading of older 
and more 
challenging texts 
by explaining 
archaisms and 
making lists of 
new words and 
their meanings in 
reparation for 
GCSE Paper 2. 

Revision 
planning, 
revision 
timetabling and 
time 
management for 
exam technique 
this term offer 
opportunities for 
use of number. 

Comparison and 
evaluation of 
modern and 
C19th nonfiction 
is used to 
highlight 
differences in 
style and 
different 
historical styles 
and purposes of 
writing.  Reading 
is challenging 
because of this. 

KS4 Summer 2 Revision of files, 
books and 
previous 
elements are 
covered in this 
term for Year 11.  
The topic of 
satire for Year 10 
means we can 
examine other 
cultures and 
research the 
ancient cultural 
roots of satire.  

Summarising 
arguments from 
modern and 
C19th nonfiction 
is a transferable 
skill that can be 
used later in the 
workplace for 
reports and 
executive 
summaries. 

Race, crime and 
punishment, 
totalitarianism, 
the rule of law 
and personal 
freedom is 
examined in 
Year 10 through 
magazine 
articles and 
issues such as 
bullying as we 
deal with the 
topic of 
Childhood this 
term. 

Analysis of 
magazines and 
media are ways 
we develop 
cultural capital 
this term.  
Persuasive 
writing, alongside 
advertising to 
show target 
audiences as 
well as explicit 
and implicit 
meanings. 

Year 10 continue 
to produce 
analysis of 
nonfiction work 
and to engage in 
creative writing 
challenges.  The 
topic of the tem 
is childhood.  
Onomatopoeia 
and reading for 
mood, sarcasm 
and irony are 
elements of the 
literacy approach 

We re-examine 
points in both 
GCSE papers 
and ways to 
maximise 
opportunities to 
achieve points 
for each question 
under time 
pressure as a 
strategy for exam 
technique. 

Salford reading 
tests are redone 
for the end of the 
year and the 
reading one to 
one programme 
is evaluated and 
adjusted to 
continue helping 
those who need 
it most. 

 


