
 

  Subject Handbook 
Mathematics 

 

A little about me 

My name is Lenny Lansbury; I am the maths teacher at Talbot House School. I have 

also taught other subjects such as ICT and PE over my four-year tenure. I am 

passionate about working with SEMH pupils; it is a very rewarding line of work. 

Teaching maths is like teaching how to solve a puzzle. The more you practice it, the 

easier it becomes.  

I am also the AQA unit awards coordinator. This role means I oversee the planning, 

deliverance and moderating aspects of these awards. Unit awards are essential 

within our setting as they provide pupils with a platform to learn skills and evidence 

their achievements. Employers recognise unit awards so this helps pupils with career 

choices post-school.  

 

Curriculum 
 
Key stage 3 pupils follow the scheme of work from Kangaroo maths. This SOW is 
robust and includes all national curriculum aims in maths including developing 
fluency and reasoning mathematically. Traditional methods are consolidated at this 
stage. Pupils who have gaps in learning, or are working below their expected level 
are pushed to try to bridge these gaps. 
 
Key stage 4 pupils who are GCSE candidates follow the Edexcel exam board 
scheme of work. At this stage, there is a focus on problem solving and exam 
preparation. Pupils who are not GCSE candidates will work towards alternate 
qualifications such as entry level or functional skills.  

 
 



 

Marking Policy  
 
The school marking policy is fully utilised in maths. This includes correct usage of 
colour pens and codes. Processes such as ‘star challenge’ and ‘repair and correct’ 
are also used clearly to show progress and competency. The aim is create a clear 
dialogue between all staff and pupils.  
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
Mapping/Sub-focuses 

There is additional content added into lessons to cover meaningful topics such as 

careers and SMSC. Pupils discuss which topics are relevant in certain career paths. 

For example, area and perimeter could be useful in jobs such as a gardener or a 

builder. Converting measures could be useful in jobs such as a chef or a baker. 

Lessons are designed to cover this information also, sometimes in the form of a 

practical lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CODE MEANING 

TF Teacher feedback 

TA LSA feedback 

SA Self-assessment 

VF Verbal feedback 

COLOUR  PERSON 

Green Teacher 

Purple LSA 

Red Pupil 



 

When starting a new topic, pupils are given information about the origin or the 

creator of a topic. Algebra came from the Arabic ‘Al-Jabr’ meaning reunion of broken 

parts. Pupils also discuss how topics are varied across the world. For example, 

different methods of working out multiplication are used in China.  

The aim is to educate and inform pupils of the cultural and historical background of 

topics in maths. See snapshot of mapping document below.  

 

 

Other sub focuses in maths are problem solving, resilience and teamwork. Practical 

tasks and challenges are used to develop all of the above. When pupils are doing 

exam preparation there is an emphasis on problem solving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment 
 

New pupils or pupils transitioning to upper school will complete a baseline 

assessment. These are formal assessments. For KS3 pupils, they complete an 

assessment containing questions from all topic areas such as number, algebra and 

shape and space. This provides me with an insight to their knowledge and level they 

are working at.  

For KS4 pupils, they complete a past GCSE paper. This provides me with a level 

they are working at and any issues with specific topics. 

At the end of each topic, pupils complete end-of-topic assessments. These are 

marked and stored in assessment folders. In-depth marking is also used at specific 

points to ensure consolidation, correction and challenge purposes.  

Both KS3 and KS4 pupils have a personalised learning curriculum, which is filled in 

at the end of topics. This is done using RAG ratings. This system gives me a critical 

analysis of competency and gaps in learning. 

 

 

Appendices  
 

 Curriculum response (OFSTED) 

 My Actions plan for Maths 

 Full mapping document 

 Example of topic sheet 
  

 
 


