
 

  SUBJECT HANDBOOK  
 ACES 2 

(Lower School) 
 
My name is Victoria Jackson and I have worked as a Primary Teacher at Talbot House 

Trust for the almost three years. I work alongside Sarah Miller (Higher Level Teaching 

Assistant) and Rebecca Cook (Higher Level Teaching Assistant) who work across the 

Aces provision, as well as Natasha Proud (Primary Teacher, ACES 1) who leads Aces 

1 provision.  ACES provision is based across two areas of Lower School (ACES 1 and 

ACES 2); due to this layout pupils have opportunity to work within their individual 

House Groups or as a whole unit depending on the lesson being covered. I work 

closely with Natasha to ensure that Aces 1 and Aces 2 provide consistent provision, 

appropriately differentiated to meet the individual needs of the learners. Aces 2 

provision has an outdoor recreational area which is utilised to provide pupils with 

sensory movement breaks, therefore facilitating a higher level of engagement within 

the classroom environment.  

ACES is a teaching and learning environment for pupils who need a nurturing 

environment. Most of these pupils will spend their time from year 7 – 11 in ACES, 

however, we continue to evaluate their needs and some pupils may transition to the 

upper school. This ensures pupils are given the support and nurturing they require to 

meet their individual needs. This provision adopts a holistic approach to teaching to 

support pupils to develop academically, as well as socially and emotionally; including 

preparing them for adulthood.  

Four mornings per week pupils from ACES 2 are timetabled for lessons in Upper 

School (Music, Art, Science and Maths) which will support pupils in their transition 

across the school when their time comes.  

Together, we are invested whole-heartedly in getting the very best from every pupil 

every lesson. Our ultimate goal is to build resilience and prepare every pupil for 

adulthood, offering support as they mature from teenagers to young adults. 

 

Curriculum 
In Lower school we ensure all pupils are taught for the stage they are working at not 

necessarily their chronological age. We ensure we are following objectives linked to 

the National Curriculum for all areas of learning. Pupils in ACES 2 provision are 

working between Year 3 and Year 6 in Maths, English and Science. Within our 

provision we utilise a thematic approach to teaching and learning which is updated 

half termly. This provides an immersive teaching and learning experience in which all 

learning activities throughout the curriculum add further knowledge and experience 

towards the theme.   

English 

Within our English lessons, pupils develop their skills when writing, enabling pupils to 

embed skills they already have whilst developing their knowledge and understanding 

to allow them to make progress. We have five English writing lessons per week 



 

which allow pupils the opportunity to develop their writing skills across a range of 

different genres. This ensures pupils develop a breadth of understanding of a variety 

of ways of writing. 

We have four distinct spelling lessons across the week where pupils are taught 

spelling patterns linked to their stage of development. Each week pupils have a 

difference spelling focus which they explore in a range of different ways to enable them 

to have a sound understanding of the given spelling pattern and how to spell words 

which use those patterns.  

Within Aces 2 we have four distinct reading lessons which consist of one to one 

reading. One to one reading is completed by every pupil in ACES 2 at their relevant 

level linked to their reading age. We use Oxford Reading Tree stories which support 

pupils in their reading from those pupils who are still learning through phonics to the 

more able readings who need to develop their reading skills. Pupils are supported to 

develop skills linked to inference, comprehension, language for effect and themes and 

conventions. Pupils are questioned during their reading to check their understanding 

as they read, we will read some sections of text to the pupils, even the more able, to 

model use of expression and punctuation when reading.  

Maths  

In ACES 2 pupils have five maths lessons per week. Maths is taught following the 

White Rose schemes of work for each year group. This enables pupils to be taught a 

wide range of mathematical skills and knowledge in an order which helps them build 

on previous skills and understanding. Pupils in ACES 2 are taught using a variety of 

concrete resources to begin their understanding of different concepts which then 

moves on to pictorial representations and finally abstract. We use concrete resources 

to consolidate pupils understanding and help embed skills and independence within 

their maths work. We find allowing pupils the access to concrete resources at all times 

gives them the confidence in their own ability to be able to check and consolidate their 

understanding if they become unsure.  

Science  

In ACES 2 we have two science lessons per week one within our classroom and the 

other in the Science Lab in Upper school. Science offers a mixed approach to learning, 

practical lessons equipping pupils to work scientifically and enquiring minds to 

question results and formulate conclusions. Pupils have access to science lessons 

both in lower and upper school which provides them with opportunities to further their 

scientific knowledge by exploring the science lab. Pupils are given the opportunity to 

learn about health and safety in the lab alongside practical experiments. Pupils also 

have opportunity to develop their understanding of all areas of Science as detailed in 

the National Curriculum. 

PSHE 
 
There are three discrete PSHE sessions within the ACES 2  timetable, however we 
continuously develop pupils PSHE skills as part of each lesson, break time and 
throughout our Enrichment Curriculum. We follow the PSHE Association where pupils 



 

are given learning opportunities as set out in the PSHE Association Programme of 
Study, covering core themes are Health and Wellbeing, Relationships and Living in 
the wider world.  I have used the PSHE Association Primary Programme builder to 
develop our PSHE objectives covered in each lesson. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 
Each pupil will undergo a baseline assessment in each subject on entry into the school. 

This lays the foundation for tracking progress and identifying knowledge gaps.  

Lower school pupils will be baselined using the Rising Stars assessments for end of 

topic and half termly Science, Maths and Reading. Twice yearly pupils complete a 

Reading Comprehension Age Test which supports on going formative assessment. In 

Maths at the end of each block of learning pupils complete the White Rose end of 

block assessment to check their understanding, this also supports the formative 

assessment which has been ongoing with all staff working with pupils.  

Personal learning checklists (PLC) are in place to track every pupil throughout their 

time at Talbot House. This system tracks individual pupil progress across the whole 

curriculum in each subject. Gaps in knowledge are identified, allowing catch up to be 

implemented, or as in science the ability to identify topics that can be revisited in 

following years.  

 

Mapping 
Included in every lesson, we link career opportunities to the topic being taught, give 

each pupil the knowledge to enquire and develop thinking skills to develop their 

preparation for adulthood. Teaching does not stop at the classroom door; we are 

constantly encouraging pupils, meeting their social and emotional needs both in 

class and during social time. 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendices  
Appendix 1 - Action plan 
Appendix 2 – Curriculum Planning Document 
Appendix 3 - Mapping document – Science 
Appendix 4 – Mapping document – English 
Appendix 5 – Mapping document – Maths 
Appendix 6 – Mapping Document - PSHE 
Target sheets 
Objective sheets etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject:      Primary Teacher                                    Provision   Aces 2 

Name: Victoria Jane Jackson  

How will you build ICT into your SOW next Year? (where does it sit in the SOW?) 

ICT will be planned as part of lessons weekly across all curriculum subjects in Aces. 

will be integrated throughout the primary curriculum to ensure that pupils understand 

the practical application and uses of ICT. This practical application therefore aims to 

inspire greater engagement in learning and support pupils to develop life skills as 

preparation for adulthood.   

 

How does ICT link to your subject area?  

ICT could be utilised in English to support reading and spelling through phonics games 

and Nessy. It could also be used as a tool for research, as well as supporting pupils 

will reading materials through Oxford Reading Tree. Microsoft Word would enable 

pupils to write at length who may otherwise find this challenging. The use word 

processing could be supported with Touch Typing practise through online activities, 

such as Dance Mat typing.  

ICT could be used in maths statistics lessons through Excel to support pupils in 

representing data in different ways, for example through pie charts, line graphs and 

bar charts. All pupils also have access to My Maths which can be used as a lesson 

tool as well as a consolidation activity using the activities set.  

Within Science lessons ICT could be used to create PowerPoint presentations to 

present their findings, Publisher to create posters or information leaflets. Data could 

also be presented in a range of ways example through pie charts, line graphs and 

bar charts. 

Within PSHE and Art pupils could use ICT to create PowerPoint’s, posters through 

Publisher as well as a research tool to find out about different scientists or artists.  

 

 

 

What applications are the best fit for your subject area and why? 

Please see below a list of how ICT would be incorporated throughout the curriculum:  

- English: Word processing activities for pieces of writing, Publisher and PowerPoint 

for preparing written documents and support speaking and listening skills, e-books 



 

(Oxford Reading Tree), Ipads to support letter formation, phonic games, reading 

programme (www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/), Nessy.  

- Maths: Times table rock stars, numerous maths games/activities to consolidate 

learning- Top Marks, My Maths. Publisher- Shape and Space activities, Excel, 

YouTube videos for demonstration and modelling, data -spreadsheets.  

- Science: Internet for research, YouTube videos for demonstration and modelling, 

Word processing activities for pieces of writing, Publisher and PowerPoint for 

preparing written documents, spreadsheets (excel) 

- Creative/Enrichment: Google maps/Google Earth, Internet for research, YouTube 

videos for demonstration and modelling, Word processing activities for pieces of 

writing, Publisher and PowerPoint for preparing written documents, media software for 

art and design.  

 

 

How many lessons do you feel is reasonable for your subject per week, you 

need to give an explanation why. 

As a Primary Teacher I teach subjects across the curriculum and I feel that with the 

current aims from the School Development Plan that English reading and writing will 

need to continue with the lesson proportion currently given. The lessons proportions 

given for all other subjects I feel are adequate for the lessons.  

 

How will you build careers/preparation for adulthood into your subject area, 

where does it sit in your SOW? 

Please see below how careers/preparations for adulthood could be built into the 

primary curriculum: 

- English- learning key basic reading and writing skills as preparation for adulthood, 

reading about different careers, reading about different career paths, reading and 

writing about different case studies.  

Maths- managing money, reading timetables, measurement in real life contexts, 

careers involving maths, practical maths in real life contexts.  

Science- Science in real life contexts, careers paths involving science.  

Creative: RSE, support with mental health, mindfulness, learning about different 

cultures and faiths, managing risk,  

http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/


 

 

How can you link preparation for adulthood into your subject are? 

See above  

 

What special considerations would you like to be considered in next year’s 

curriculum plan and why: e.g. double lesson? 

When teaching lessons involving ICT lessons would need to be longer to allow for 

the time to understand how to practically use the programme and then complete the 

set task.  

 

Wednesday afternoon is an opportunity to for teachers to further develop their 

subject for preparation for adulthood through our social enrichment program. 

We need to think about the remaining time of this academic year as well as 

September. What ideas do you have? 

Yoga activities to support mindfulness  

Mindfulness activities  

Mental health support 

Visiting places of faith 

Social skills activities to support pupils developing social skills as key skills as 

preparation for adulthood.  


