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I am Ron Brown and I lead Music at Talbot House School.  I previously taught Music 
at Sacred Heart High School from 2010-2014 before working as a self-employed 
instrumental teacher until 2021 when I decided to apply for a full-time teaching 
position at Talbot House.  I want to be part of something that makes a difference for 
children with SEMH.   
 
Curriculum 
Musical learning can go a long way to making that difference.  At Talbot House I plan 
schemes of work that are framed by the National Curriculum programme of study for 
Music for key stage 3, which states: 
 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A 
high- 
quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music 
and  
their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense 
of  
achievement. 
 
Pupils start by learning to play chord changes typical of a 4-chord pop song on 
different instruments.  There is a choice of keyboard, guitar, bass guitar, ukulele and 
cello.  Once pupils are confident they record themselves playing the chord changes 
on their chosen instrument using a digital audio workstation (DAW) with online 
software ‘Soundtrap’.  Pupils perform in time to a backing track which requires the 
same skill as performing with other musicians in a band.   
 

 
 
Having developed some basic instrumental skills pupils progress through schemes 
of work that focus on music from different historical periods: the western classical 
tradition, film music, popular music and traditional music.  Much of the music covered 
is taken from the Model Music Curriculum (published in 2021).   
 
Musical learning takes place through listening to music and learning about it’s 
historical context, performing selected pieces and composing music in the different 
styles.  There are differentiated ‘knowledge’, ‘performing’ and ‘composing’ activities 
for each scheme of work through which pupils can critically engage with music and 
progress at their own rate.  There are also music theory activities which pupils can 
do at any time and which also offer an alternative for pupils who struggle with 
practical music making and sound. 



 

 
Assessment 
Assessment is an ongoing process in Music.  Children have progress trackers in the 
front of their folders for each skill and area of knowledge that is covered throughout 
the year.  These are:  

 Knowledge – this includes knowledge of different genres of music, 
understanding of musical vocabulary and listening skills 

 Performing – instrumental and/or singing skills 

 Composing – creating your own original music 

 Theory – understanding of music theory 
 
Each lesson pupils’ progress trackers are updated according to what has been 
achieved using red, amber, green traffic lights to assess what level.  The traffic lights 
correspond to red, amber, green or bronze, silver, gold ‘I can’ outcomes that pupils 
complete in lessons according to their own level of ability.  Progress in music is 
incremental and this method captures that.  Underpinned by the National Curriculum 
aims in music, the progress trackers and are adapted to the schemes of work I’ve 
planned and are very clearly structured so that pupils can make meaningful 
connections with their learning.  

 

 
 

The data from the progress trackers is interpreted to update the PLC for music on 
the school’s system.  The PLC tracks incremental progress toward assessment 
criteria adapted from the Incorporated Society of Musicians’ (ISM) framework for 
assessment in key stage 3 music.  Evidence of progress includes written work, 
‘Soundtrap’ recordings/projects and teacher observation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performing (keyboard) 

Task 1: play crotchets with 

your left hand 

Task 2: play one triad per 

bar with your right hand 

Task 3: play with 2 hands 

 Right Hand (RH) – 

one triad per bar 

 Left Hand (LH) – 

crotchets 

 



 

Marking 
Pupils receive support from myself and from 
Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) with whom 
they have good relationships.  Pupils are given 
verbal feedback during every lesson to help them 
progress, repair and understand where their 
learning is leading next.  This is followed up by 
written feedback on their task-sheets either from 
myself in green pen or from an LSA in purple 
pen.  This means marking is personalised.  Task 
sheets also have ‘WELL DONE! NOW TRY...’ post-it notes built in at the end of them 
to signpost pupils toward the next stage of progress.  Pupils are also given a detailed 
written feedback form twice every half term to help them reflect more thoroughly on 
their learning over a period of some weeks.  This summarises what has gone well 
and what needs to be done next.  Pupils need to read this and respond in red pen.  
 
Qualifications 
Pupils can achieve AQA Unit Awards. Our aim is to develop the curriculum at key 
stage 3/4 to offer pupils the opportunity to work toward BTEC qualifications. 
 
Mapping 
Mapping to show evidence of Diversity, Careers, British Values, SMSC (Spiritual, 

Moral, Social & Culture development), Literacy, Numeracy and Reading in our 

curriculum area.  As the music curriculum covers music from a range of cultures and 

traditions pupils are given regular opportunities to reflect on the importance of 

diversity and British Values such as mutual respect and tolerance.  SMSC is built 

into the ISM assessment framework for music at KS3 due to the fact that listening to 

music and creating music alone and together provides many unique opportunities for 

this development.  At Talbot House we have a whole-school approach to improving 

literacy and music provides pupils with a whole new vocabulary.  Every lesson starts 

with a bell task involving at least three subject-related words containing graphemes 

that are a focus across the school for that week.  Performing and composing music 

with a pulse, meter and structure develops cognitive abilities that are needed for 

maths and for analysis.  Regular use of music technology develops pupils’ ICT skills 

and gives them an insight to the real world of recording studios. 

 
 
Examples/appendices 

1. The Blues Knowledge 
2. The Blues Performing BASS GUITAR 
3. The Blues Performing KEYBOARD 
4. The Blues Composing 
5. Pupil folder progress tracker 

 
Problem solving/challenges 
Musical learning is excellent for building resilience.  It takes time, patience and 
persistence to learn an instrument and to develop musical understanding.  As pupils 
become more confident and familiar with particular instruments and with the 

 



 

technology in the classroom they become confident independent learners.  They also 
become confident communicators once they are ready to compose and perform 
music together.  Music provides an opportunity for pupils to challenge themselves, to 
thrive together and to work toward an end product they can be proud of. 
 

 


